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TRIBUTE TO RIVERHEAD LIONS

CLUB

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 1997
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to the Riverhead Lions Club, an in-
valuable community service organization that
is celebrating its 50th anniversary as a charter
Lions Club. For the past half-century the
Riverhead Lions Club has lived up to the spirit
of Lionism—‘‘We Serve’’—by serving the
needs of the children and elderly, the blind,
and the poor of this east end Long Island
community.

The charities and community programs that
the members of the Riverhead Lions Club
support have a profound effect on the quality
of life of so many of my neighbors here on
eastern Long Island. In the interest of time, I
can name but a few, but they include the
Guide Dog Foundation, scholarships for
Riverhead High School students, the
Riverhead Senior Citizens Center, Central Suf-
folk Hospital to the March of Dimes and regu-
lar food drives.

In its first 50 years of existence, the mem-
bers of the Riverhead Lions Club are most
fondly remembered in the community for the
annual show, which evolved into the annual
Christmas parade that delights the children
and adults of Riverhead every December. Just
as important, the Lions Club has sponsored
the Riverhead Little League, provided free eye
examinations and eyeglasses for the needy,
and sponsored guide dog training and held
dinner-dances to raise funds for the blind.

There were 31 charter members who found-
ed the Riverhead Lions Club back in 1947.
The two surviving charter members are
Charles E. Gate, a retired attorney who now
resides in Colorado, and John R. Bagshaw, a
realtor who still lives in Riverhead.

Here on the east end of Long Island, just as
they do across America, we treasure the
close-knit, community spirit of our towns and
villages, where neighbors help each through
their times of need. Mr. Speaker, Riverhead is
a community where residents are committed
to helping those in need, whether it’s feeding
a hungry child, helping a talented student af-
ford a college education, or caring for an el-
derly neighbor.

That is why I ask my colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives to join me in salut-
ing the Riverhead Lions Club on its 50th anni-
versary. For half a century, the Lions Club has
done more than just help their neighbors who
need it, or provide recreational opportunities
for their children. The Lions Club has also pro-
vided the citizens of Riverhead the opportunity
to express their strong love for the community
by getting involved and by helping their neigh-
bors. Congratulations to the Riverhead Lions
Club, and may it enjoy many more happy an-
niversaries to come.
f

JUSTICE FOR KEVIN CROSSAN

HON. JERROLD NADLER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 1997
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, today I join with

my colleagues from both sides of the aisle to

speak out about an injustice being perpetrated
against a group of Irish nationals who have
lived in this country as law-abiding citizens,
but who our Government is seeking to deport.

These men have American families—wives,
children, grandchildren—that would be torn
apart by their deportations. they are also part
of our communities. They are our neighbors.

One of these men in particular, Kevin
Crossan, lives in my community in New York.
His wife, Joyce, is an American.

Kevin was arrested by the British authori-
ties, beaten, tortured, and ultimately convicted
in a special political court with no jury. He
served 14 years as a political prisoner in Long
Kesh Prison. Upon his release he was again
harassed, as was Joyce who was herself ar-
rested and detained in Castlereagh for 3 days.
She sued the chief of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary for unlawful detainment, and the Brit-
ish authorities admitted their guilt through a
settlement.

If the Crossans are sent back to Northern
Ireland, it is fairly certain that they will again
face harassment from the authorities.

So why is our Government trying so hard to
deport Kevin? No other government has de-
manded that he be turned over. He clearly has
a well founded fear of persecution if they are
sent back. He has posed no threat to this
country in the 6 years he has lived here. His
deportation would destroy an American family.

Mr. Speaker, I have often taken to the floor
of this House to speak out against the cruel
and mindless immigration laws we have in this
country. the inexplicable heartlessness with
which this family is being treated is simply one
more example of an immigration system that
too often ignores the pleas of those who have
come here seeking asylum from government
oppression and the opportunity to make a new
life.

The community I represent hopes that the
Crossans will soon win the right to remain
here in the United States, free from the fear
they left behind in Northern Ireland.
f

THE OCCUPATIONAL TAX EQUITY
ACT OF 1997

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 1997

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, today, I
am introducing the Occupational Tax Equity
Act of 1997, a bill which will abolish the spe-
cial occupational tax—an antiquated nuisance
tax on producers, wholesalers, and retailers of
beer, wine, and spirits.

In particular, thousands of small mom and
pop businesses are saddled with paying an
additional $250 per year which is regressive
and—in fact—a piggyback tax on top of count-
less Federal, State, and local taxes.

We are spending more to collect less and,
as we in Congress look to streamline the Na-
tion’s revenue collection system, we should be
particularly horrified by the cost of enforcing
special occupational tax payment compli-
ance—a compliance that borders nearly 50
percent.

This bill also includes provisions to revise
the current drawback regulation for non-bev-
erage alcohol producers and replace it with a
more efficient means of collection. Here again,

Mr. Speaker, the system of assessing and col-
lecting these drawback taxes add complicated
and costly steps to doing business in America.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring this bill, H.R. 1620, the Occupa-
tional Tax Equity Act of 1997.
f

TRIBUTE TO DAVID EATON
REYNOLDS

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 14, 1997

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to David
Eaton Reynolds, a young man from Eaton,
CO, who had planned to celebrate this day,
his last day of high school, with friends and
classmates. However, for reasons known only
to the Almighty, David was called home to the
Lord on Monday, April 7, 1997.

The proud son of Allen and Lynda Reyn-
olds, David was a very courageous young
man who loved participating in life despite a
long-term illness. He was a manager on the
Eaton High School football team and a mem-
ber of the Knowledge Bowl. He had a keen in-
terest in current events, especially political is-
sues, and ran his own newspaper, The Eaton
Gazette. He also enjoyed traveling and doing
things with his three brothers and cousins.

I came to know David when he volunteered
on my congressional campaign last fall. He
faithfully came to our headquarters and be-
came an integral part of our volunteer effort,
cheerfully performing important tasks such as
telephoning people and asking for their vote.
He carried out each assignment with much en-
thusiasm and determination, as if the outcome
of the election was solely his responsibility.

As a devoted Christian, David was a mem-
ber of the United Congregational Church of
Eaton. He lived his faith every day exemplify-
ing the principles of honesty, compassion,
charity, and love.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to
David. He is going to be missed by so many
in the community, most especially his parents
and brothers, and his many friends including
me, but we can say our lives were enriched
because we knew David Eaton Reynolds, a
young man who loved his family and living life
to its fullest. Surely, at the gates of Heaven he
is able to say, as the Apostle Paul did, ‘‘I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith.’’
f

AUTHORIZING 1997 SPECIAL OLYM-
PICS TORCH RELAY TO BE RUN
THROUGH CAPITOL GROUNDS

SPEECH OF

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY II
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong support of House
Concurrent Resolution 67, the Special Olym-
pics Torch Relay. I think it is a wonderful idea
to utilize the Capitol grounds to honor these
fine Americans.
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The Special Olympics recognizes that even

though some people may have a disability, it
does not mean they cannot compete and suc-
ceed in sports. The participants in the Special
Olympics are shining examples of what moti-
vation, desire, commitment, and strength of
will can mean. They never let the fact that
they may not have two legs, or two arms
stand in their way. They know that even if they
are mentally challenged they can succeed at
whatever they work hard at.

I think it especially appropriate that we are
also considering the Individual with Disabilities
Education Act today. Few other Federal laws
have ever had such a profound impact on a
group of our citizens. It is a testament to our
Nation that we have chosen to guarantee all
our disabled citizens a free and appropriate
education.

Disabled people have always know that
given the proper education they are able to
contribute to society and lead fulfilling lives.
For too long, nondisabled people thought dif-
ferently. I am pleased that we have come so
far—and hope that we will soon see the day
that there are no impediments to full inclusion
of the disabled in everyday life.

The participants have trained hard and long
for their competitions, and I hope all of my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating them.
f

IN HONOR OF REV. LARRY D.
MCCUTCHEON

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 1997

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Rev. Larry D. McCutcheon for
his many contributions to the Florence, SC
community.

Reverend McCutcheon came to Florence in
1990 to assume the pastorate of Cumberland
United Methodist Church. Under his tenure,
Cumberland Church has grown in membership
and built a community outreach center to ad-
dress a myriad of social, educational, and
human needs.

A committed church leader, Reverend
McCutcheon has held several important posts
in the Methodist Church. Among these posts
are: chairperson, South Carolina Annual Con-
ference Health and Welfare Committee; dean,
Ethnic Minority Local Church Pastor’s School;
and, registrar, South Carolina Annual Con-
ference Pastors’ Seminar. His affiliations in-
clude: Black Methodists for Church Renewal;
Congregational Development Committee; and,
the South Carolina Methodist Foundation.

In addition to his responsibilities as a church
pastor, Reverend McCutcheon has been a
community leader and has given tirelessly of
his energy and time to numerous causes and
organizations, including: president, Florence
Area Religious Leaders; president, Florence
County Democratic Party; and, vice-chair-
person, Lighthouse Ministries. He is a member
of many civic organizations, including: the
NAACP; Partners in Education; the Mayor’s
Advisory Board; the United Way; Denmark
Technical College Foundation; and, the United
Negro College Fund.

Reverend McCutcheon will soon be depart-
ing Cumberland Church and the Florence
community, and moving to Charleston, SC

where he will be district superintendent of the
United Methodist Church. On May 18, 1997,
Reverend McCutcheon will be honored by his
church and the entire Florence community for
his years of unselfish and untiring service. As
the representative of the Sixth Congressional
District of South Carolina, I join in saluting
Reverend McCutcheon and wish him and his
family godspeed and success in their new en-
deavors.
f

TRIBUTE TO EUGENE T. HORTON

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 1997

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Eugene T. Horton, a dedi-
cated educator who was taught social studies
at the East Moriches School on Long Island
for the past 33 years. When the school year
ends this June, Gene will retire from the most
noble of professions. As he departs, Gene
leaves behind a proud legacy for the entire
East Moriches community, a gift inspired by
his love for history and a desire to impart that
passion to each of his students.

A lifelong Long Islander, Gene Horton has
given generously of himself to the East
Moriches School, imparting his prodigious
knowledge and love for history to his students.
Rather than force the rote memorization of
dates and facts, he brought his lessons to life,
inspiring in his students his own abundant
pride and expansive understanding of their
American heritage.

Realizing that history is a living creature that
should be experienced, Gene Horton orga-
nized an annual trip to our Nation’s Capitol,
providing his East Moriches students the op-
portunity to bear witness to America’s own his-
tory as it unfolds. His enthusiasm for local his-
tory of his own Long Island community in-
spired many students to join him in developing
the book ‘‘Strolling Through Old East
Moriches.’’ That pride in community extended
outside the social studies classroom, inspiring
many East Moriches residents to join him and
his students in the now annual ‘‘Clean Up
East Moriches’’ Earth Day project.

Gene Horton’s love for local history has led
to another career as an author and newspaper
columnist. He has had three books on his
home town of Blue Point published: ‘‘Blue
Point Remembered’’ in 1982, ‘‘A History of
Our Lady of the Snow Church’’ in 1985 and
the ‘‘Centennial History of the Blue Point Fire
Department’’ in 1990.

An admiring colleague offered this quote by
the German philosopher Goethe to illustrate
Gene’s devotion to his profession and his stu-
dents: ‘‘Happy the person who thinks of an-
cestors with pride, who likes to tell of their
deeds and greatness, and rejoices to feel
linked to the end of a goodly chain.’’ As a
teacher and American, Gene Horton is inex-
tricably linked to that goodly chain, connecting
him equally to those who founded and built
this great Nation, and to the leaders of tomor-
row to whom he has imparted his knowledge
an affection for history.

So I rise, Mr. Speaker, to ask my colleagues
in the U.S. House of Representatives to join
me in honoring a man who has given so much
to the children of East Moriches. Our Nation’s

priceless heritage is truly cherished by the
residents of this seaside community along
Long Island’s south shore, because for the
past three decades its children have learned
America’s story from a gifted teacher whose
love for story of his ancestor and a devotion
to our American heritage links him forever to
the goodly chain.
f

MOUNT VERNON LADIES’ ASSOCIA-
TION HOSTS WINE FESTIVAL

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 1997

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, congres-
sional colleagues and friends in the U.S. wine
industry, I rise today to commend the Mount
Vernon Ladies’ Association for hosting the
first-ever Wine Festival and Sunset Tour of the
historic Mount Vernon Mansion, home of our
first President, George Washington, May 16,
17, and 18, 1997.

As the first vintner to have the honor of
serving in our Nation’s Congress since Thom-
as Jefferson and as the Toastmaster for the
opening night of this 3-day event, I wish to an-
nounce that my office has been notified that,
among the distinguished public planning to at-
tend this event, both Gen. George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson will be present.

Twelve of Virginia’s award-winning wineries
will be pouring samples of their finest wines.
The special tour of the Mansion will offer a
new special view of the Washington family’s
hospitality frequently enjoyed by friends, col-
leagues, and foreign leaders of the period, in-
cluding a first-ever look at the Mansion’s cellar
where Washington stored his wines. The par-
ticipating Old Dominion wineries in this event
are Barboursville Vineyards & Historic Ruins,
Chateau Morrisette, Gray Ghost Vineyards,
Horton Cellars Winery, Ingleside Plantation
Vineyards, Jefferson Vineyards, Lake Anna
Winery, Oasis Winery, Prince Michel Vine-
yards, Tarara Vineyard & Winery, Williams-
burg Winery Ltd., and Wintergreen Vineyards
& Winery.

When George Washington was not meeting
the call of the Nation in leading our Continen-
tal Army toward independence and the incom-
parable responsibilities of establishing our
fledgling democratic institutions, he remained
at heart an agriculturalist, interested in all sec-
tors of farm economy.

Based on his own observations during his
travels along the eastern seaboard of America
‘‘the spontaneous growth of the vine . . . bent
under the weight of the ripe grapes,’’ Wash-
ington was inspired to make repeated at-
tempts at planting both native American vines
and cuttings brought from Europe.

But, not unlike what Thomas Jefferson
faced—the humidity of the region, lack of
knowledge of vineyard management and the
technology of dealing with pests and plant dis-
eases, these attempts failed.

Our Nation had to wait some 200 years be-
fore the knowledge of modern viticulture and
enology practices would allow the American
wine industry to develop into one that is pres-
ently recognized internationally, with a strong
competitive presence in the world market.

I wish to commend the work of Mount Ver-
non staffers, management, and the event’s
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